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Child Abuse Taşk Force 
Force Esta lished Goals 


Assoc Nia Co 

Vigo County Child and Abuse Neg- 
lect Task Force at the quarterly 
meeting Monday night selected 
priority areas for needs for child 
abuse services in the county. 

Russell Buckbee, member of the 
task force and the department of 
sociology and social work at Indiana 
State University, said Tuesday the 
two priority areas were prevention 
services or training children through 
kindergarten to 12th grade on how to 
be parents and the need for legisla- 
tive change. 

He explained there is a school 
health curriculum committee of the 
Vigo County school board and three of 
its members are studying this matter 
of family life education. 

Buckbee said the new child abuse 
law passed in the state legislature is 
“fine” but changes need to be made 
so standards as defined in the law can 
be implemented. However, he added, 
there are no funds appropriated for 
implementation. 

Buckbee further stated the task 
force appointed a legislative subcon- 
mittee which will directs its efforts 
toward legislation to establish a state 
Department of Children’s Services so 
that it, rather than the State Welfare 
Department, would administer these 
services for children. 

“Some of the services mandated in 
the new juvenile code could be pro- 
vided by the proposed department,” 
Buckbee said. 

He added the task force was con- 
cerned about another area of legisla- 
tion and that is protective legislation 
for the adult mentaliy retarded indi- 
vidual. There are currently “very few 
laws” on the books, according to 
Buckbee, to protect these people 
from abuse or exploitation. 

“On the county level, the Welfare 
Department has received an increas- 
ing number of complaints about child 
abuse and neglect,” Buckbee said, 
“and are hard put to take care of all 
the investibations referred to them.” 

The task force will meet at 7:30 
p.m. Aug. 13, with the place to be 
announced. 


During the past two years the task 
force, since its inception in 1977, “has 
done alot for the community,” Buck- 
bee said. The following services have 
been initiated or expanded during this 
time: protective services have been 
established and subseguentiy ex- 
panded within the Department of 
Public Welfare; daytime crisis care 
is being provided free of charge for 
children of parents under stress; a 
home visiting program for families of 
high risk infants up to five years of 


has been established, including nurs- 
ing services and parent support ser- 
vices. Parent education groups for 
families referred by the Department 
of Public Welfare have also been 
formed with child care and transpor- 
tation provided. An adolescent parent 
program has been started which in- 
cluded classes for high school credit, 
child care and supportive services. 

Buckbee said there were about 20 
persons present at the Monday meet- 
ing and included representatives 
from the cooperating agencies and 
several Indiana State University stu- 
dents. Cooperating agencies are the 
County Welfare Department, 
Katherine Hamilton Mental Health 
Center, Family Service Association, 
Vigo County Public Health Depart- 
ment, Well Child Clinic, Community 
Coordinated Child Care Committee, 
Vigo County Lifeline, Vigo County 
School Corporation, Big-Brother Big 
Sister, Sonshine House, Planned Pa- 
renthood of the Wabash Valley, ALL 
Inc. and Infant Follow Along Pro- 
gram, YWCA. 
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Wabash Vall Task Force 
existance for two years, İS changing 


its name because organizers say 
pey have done the job they set out 
o do. 

Ladonna Strahla, Vigo County 
School Corp. ombudsman and pro- 
gram chairman for what has been 
the task force, said Friday the name 
is being changed to Wabash Valley. 


Human. Abuse Council. 
embers of several organizations 


associated with the task force talked 
Friday during a meeting in Vigo 
County Public Library about what 
has been accomplished so far and 
some of the things that might be on 
ta 


p. 
“I have no doubt within my mind 
that the level of consciousness has 


ple 


been raised within 
Mary Ward, of Sexual Abuse Victim 
Assistance, said. 

“We feel like we have really 
fulfilled most of the goals we set 
out,” according to Pamela King, 
school social worker and 
chairperson of the task force. 

Support groups for victims of 
sexual abuse are “‘thriving at this 
point,” and crisis-intervention 
teams will be trained this summer, 
Carolyn Nanson, also of SAVA, said. 
Public-service announcements are 
being developed for radio and 
television use. Presentations to 
various local groups have been well- 
received, according to task force 
members. 

Marge Norris of Vigo County 
Welfare Department said it may be 
possible to videotape interviews with 
sexually-abused children to spare 
the victims repeated questioning by 
authorities evaluating the case. 
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possible, toward the perpetrator 
being removed from the home, and 
not the child,” she said. “What we're 
trying to get going is the most help 
to the family with the least interven- 
tion.” 

She said she advocates lighter 
sentences for perpetrators who 
plead guilty and agree to enter a 
treatment program. “If you think 
about it, he's doing that child 
[victim] a favor if that child doesn’t 
have to get up on the witness stand.” 

If the perpetrator does not plead 
guilty and is convicted as a result of 
a trial, “We would advocate the book 
being thrown at them — I think 
that’s only reasonable,” she said. 

An organizational meeting of the 
council is scheduled for 8 a.m. May 
30 in Jerry’s Restaurant, 233 S. Third 
St. Items to be discussed include 
frequency of future meetings and 
goals, Strahla said. 
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EW Wet HEE A a documehtary on child abuse with emphasis cn 
sexual abuse on February f veb frgm 7:00 - 8:00p.m. PLAN TO WATCH. 
0 e “. . 
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(2) Christina Crawford is coming to Terre Haute on May 15, 1984. 
DETAILS TO COME LATER. 


The January meeting was guite productive. Suggestions for format change 
will be discussed at the next meeting. 


Alice Hanson and Kathi Harvey will co-chair the Public Education Committee. 
They need help! Public Service Announcements are a priority. 


It is a fact, we are all extremely busy. However, we cannot lose sight of 
the fact that unless we make prevention of abuse a priority, our days will only 


become busier, crime will continue to skyrocket, our jails will get fuller and 
our runaways increase. 


Take the time to join with us so that we can make a difference in our 
community. 


NEXT MEETING 
February 17, 1984 
Vigo County Public Library 


Lower Level 
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